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CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is December 
29th, 2001. The time is 12:50 p.m. This 
is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I am 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual, Firefighter James Wallace of 
Ladder 58 of the Fire Department of the City 
of New York, at the quarters of Engine 45, 
Ladder 58 in the office of Battalion 18, 
regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. 

Q. Firefighter Wallace, tell me what 
happened to you on September 11th. 

A. Okay. We got relocated to Ladder 20. 
We were there maybe ten minutes. The first 
building had fallen down, collapsed. We got a 
report of a lady trapped in a building on Cedar 
Street. We responded. We went down Broadway. 
We got to Liberty, and we stopped the rig. As 
soon as we stopped the rig, we got off, it wasn't 
even a second, the second building fell down. 

At that time we got hit with a heavy 

cloud of smoke and debris, and we just ran to the 


other side of the rig, finally got our face 
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pieces on. It took like five minutes. We 
regrouped. It started to lift a little bit. We 
said we've got to go in there and see if we can 
get anybody out. 

We took forcible entry tools, saws, 
everything, and we got in there. We couldn't get 
past Liberty and Cedar, so we went around the 
back to West Street. When we got to West Street, 
we were there a little bit, met up with some 
other companies. We went in underneath the 
walkway, catwalk, whatever you want to call it. 

There were rigs everywhere, a rescue 
rig. As I was saying, people trapped. We heard 
maydays. We were just climbing over debris, 
under debris. Cars on fire, ambulances on fire, 
upside-down. Everything is all over the place. 
Crawled around, looked, looked, looked. We 
didn't come up with anything. 

Rescue was in the middle of the pile at 
the time. They got jammed up. They needed a 
line. We stretched a line with 14 Engine. We 
operated with Rescue 3. We operated with them 
for a little while. We still didn't come out 


with anybody. 
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After that as time went on, we just 
kept searching. They were saying building seven 
was going to collapse, so we regrouped and went 
back to our rig. We went to building four or 
three; I don't know. We were going to set up our 
tower ladder there. They said no good because 
building seven is coming down. 

We waited for building seven to come 
down. Then we went around the corner with our 
tower ladder, set that up and shot water on it 
until about 12:30 at night. We got relief 
finally. Then we went to the hospital, got our 
eyes washed out. 

That's about it. 

Q. When you said you heard any maydays, 
any identifying names or any companies that you 
could recognize from the maydays? 

A. No. 

Q. You just heard a lot of maydays; right? 

A. Right. 

Q. You said you were operating with other 
companies. Any idea who they were? 

A. Like I said, 14 Engine we stretched the 


line with. Rescue. 
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Q. All right. 14 Engine, they were what, 
Liberty and West by that south walkway? 

A. It was like maybe an hour into the 
operation when rescue went into the middle of the 
pile. They needed a line, so we helped them. 

Q. I'm just saying 14, I'm trying to find 
out where you hooked up with them. Any idea? 

A. When rescue said they needed a line, 14 
Engine, the chief assigned us to work with them 
and that was it. 

Q. Okay. If you can't remember anything 
else or if you have anything else to add. 

A. If I think of it, I'll let you know. 

Q. Was it a battalion chief? 

A. Yeah. He just got promoted too. He 
was the guy that got the engine -- who was that 
guy? When he got the medal? 


MALE VOICE: I don't know. Oh, Warner. 


A. Warner. 
Q. Oh, Ron Warner? 
A. Warner. 


Q. Battalion Chief Warner told you to 
stretch the line? 


A. Yes. 
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That was near building three? 
No. That was by the motel. 
By the motel? 

Yes. 

And that's -- 

Liberty and West. 

Liberty and West. 

Right underneath the catwalk. 


Okay. Anything else that you can think 


That's it. 


CHIEF KEMLY: Okay. Thank you very 


much your time. 
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